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CHAP, iv tion it was plain that here was the point for the
commanding general to be. No one else could,
probably, resist the pressure that would be brought
to bear upon Mm to desist from his own plans and
pursue others. I determined, therefore, before I
started back, to have Sherman advanced to my late
position, McPherson to Sherman's in command of
the department, and Logan to the command of
MePherson's corps. These changes were all made
on my recommendation and without hesitation.
My commission as lieutenant-general was given to
me on the 9th of March, 1864. On the following
w.p'.mli-35* day, as already stated, I visited G-eneral Meade,
commanding the Army of the Potomac, at his head-
quarters at Brandy station, north of the Bapidan.
I had known General Meade slightly in the Mexi-
can war? ^U* ^d not met him since until this visit.
I was a stranger to most of the Army of the Poto-
mac, I might say to all except the officers of the
regular army who had served in the Mexican war.
There had been some changes ordered in the
organization of that army before my promotion.
One was the consolidation of five corps into three,
thus throwing some officers of rank out of impor-
tant commands. Meade evidently thought that I
might want to make still one more change not yet
ordered. He said to me that I might want an
officer who had served with me in the West, men-
tioning Sherman specially, to take his place. If
so, he begged me not to hesitate about making the
change. He urged that the work before us was of
such vast.importance to the whole nation that the
feeling or wishes of no one person should stand in
the way of selecting the right men for all positions.iminary,
